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Exec.  Committee  taps  three  for  board  positions 


By  William  H.  Parkins  Jr 
Editor 

Members  of  the  Mississip-  ! 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  I 
(MBCB)  executive  commit¬ 
tee  filled  three  key  vacancies 
May  15  when  they  hired  a  ! 
department  director,  a  camp 
manager,  and  a  GuideStone 
representative. 

“What  we  knew  was  going 
to  be  a  fairly  Iona  and  intense  i  eg 
work  day  tor  the  executive 
committee  turned  into  a  remarkable 
day  of  meeting  with  one  potential  new 
employee  after  another,”  said  Jim 


Futral,  MBCB  executive  director.  ”As  d 
the  executive  committee  met,  heard,  g 
interviewed,  and  affirmed  these  new 
— — —  leaders,  the  room 
was  filled  with  ex¬ 
citement,  positive  af¬ 
firmation,  and  joyful 
Expectation. 

*It  was  obvious 
that  God  had  been 
at  work  in  their  lives 
preparing  them  not 
only  for  such  a  time  tuqa«m 
as  this,  but  for  such 
a  work  as  this  to 
which  they  have  come.  We  welcome  t 
each  one  of  them  as  they  serve  in  very  f 


diverse  areas  with  unique  gifts  and 
great  b*.  -uls.” 

Michael  D.  Lee,  senior  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Gre-  i  — 
nada,  was  elected  to  j 
serve  as  director  of 
the  MBCB  Pastor-  ! 
Leadership  Depart-  ! 
ment,  beginning 
June  i.  He  replaces 
the  late  Alan  Wood-  m 
ward. 

m  According  to  the  Rlrm 

1  MBCB  web  *e,  the  RU™ 

mission  of  the  Pas¬ 
tor/Leadership  Development  De¬ 
partment  is  *to  strengthen  leaders 


so  they  can  strengthen  the  church  " 
Target  audiences  include  pastors, 
church  staff,  deacons,  church  of- 
i  ficers,  ministry  assistants, 
!  church  leadership  teams, 
church  committees,  youth/ 
j  adults  in  voc  itional  euid- 
■  ance,  and  college  students 
committed  to  church  related 
i  vocations. 

The  department  responds 
j  to  requests  from  individuals, 
B  provides  training  on  the  asso- 
ciational  level,  and  conducts 
both  regional  and  statewide 
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CAC  search 
committee 
accepting 
resumes 

R6sum6s  and  inquiries  are 
now  being  received  for  the 
position  of  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission  (CAC),  according  to 
search  committee  chairman 
Wayne  Kimbrough,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Church,  Greenwood. 

The  CAC,  an  agency  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  provides  Biblical  per¬ 
spectives  on  moral,  social, 
and  ethical  issues.  Jimmy  D. 
Porter  retired  April  30,  2015, 
after  serving  as  CAC  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer  for 

&in*addition  to  Kimbrough, 
other  CAC  trustees  serving  m 
members  of  the  search  com¬ 
mittee  include: 

■  Roy  Dabbs,  pastor  of  Oak 
Grove  Church,  Meridian. 

■  Tammy  Pearson,  member 
of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

■  Dan  Robertson,  asso¬ 
ciations!  missions  director 
of  Golden  Triangle  Associa¬ 
tion  and  member  of  Fairview 
Church,  Columbus. 

■  Diane  Thompson,  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Church,  Brandon. 

R£sum6s  and  inquiries 
should  be  mailed  to  Wayne 
Kimbrough  at  912  North 
Park  Circle,  Greenwood,  MS 
38930  or  e-mailed  to  wkim- 
broughebe  £tyahoo .  com . 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

WMU  welcomes  new  director 

Townsend  to  head  up 
expanding  ministries 


ByWIMiam  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


TOWNSEND 


Cindy  M.  Townsend  was 
unanimously  elected  May  15 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB) 
executive  committee  and 
the  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  to  serve  as  the 
fifth  executive  director- trea¬ 
surer  of  the  WMU  auxiliary 
to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Members  of  WMU’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  also  approved 
a  change  to  the  job  title  to 
reflect  the  organization’s  ex¬ 
panding  ministries. 

Townsend,  director  of  the 
Global  Leadership  Institute  at 
Jackson  Preparatory  School, 
has  a  rich  history  with  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists.  Her  father,  the 
late  Byron  R.  Malone,  was  a 
longtime  pastor  in  the  state. 
She  has  served  as  minister 
of  students  and  discipleship 
at  Highland  Colony  Church, 
Madison  (1996-2002);  stu¬ 
dent  minister  at  First  Church, 
Jackson  (1987-96);  interim 
education  and  youth/singles 
minister  at  Woodville  Haunts 
Church,  Jackson  (1083-87); 
and  music  and  youth  direc¬ 
tor  at  Lena  Cnurch,  Lena 
(1979-1080). 


Tm  sure 

Mississippi 1 
ary  Union  t 
The  Lord’s  | 
leader.  Dr. 
Townsend, 
leadership 
creativity. 


» all  members  of  the 
Woman's  Mission  - 
rejoice  with  me  in 
provision  of  a  new 
.  Cynthia  Malone 
Cindy  has  strong 
abilities,  great 
and  a  winsome 
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Just  for  the  Reco.v 


CSMMi  — 


Time  for  another  Tertullian 


wim\m  the  editor 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Never-ending  struggle 


All  of  us  were  relieved  when 
the  controversial  proposal  to 
build  a  15-story  mosoue  two 
blocks  from  the  site  of  the  bloody 
W  orld  Trad*:  Towers  attack  in  New 
York  City  was  canceled  last  year  by 
the  developer. 

Now  the  developer  has  an- 
nounced  that  he  will  demolish  the 
u  tiered  building  where  the  mosque 
was  supposed  to  go  and  instead 
construct  a  three-story  museum 
“dedicated  to  exploring  the  faith 
of  Islam  and  its  arts  and  culture,'* 
which  coincidentally  will  contain  a 
sanctuary  for  prayer  and  a  commu- 
nity  organizing  room* 

That  idea  hasn't  gone  over 
very  well,  either,  with  New  York¬ 
ers  who  remember  9/*L  but  the 
developer  is  pressing  on  in  his 
search  for  investors.  . 

“The  structure  as  you  describe  it 
would  be  as  grotesque  as  a  three-  . 
" — y  museum  dedicated  to  ex- 


[ne  laiui  lh  oounuraiu  auu 
ar-worship,  and  its  arts  and 
cuiwue,  with  a  sanctuary  for  prayer 
services  and  community  programs, 
at  Pearl  Harbor,"  Robert  Spencer, 
who  runs  the  blog  Jihad  Watch,  told 
the  New  York  Times. 

On  one  side  our  elected  officials, 
who  consider  themselves  anehte^ 

absolute  constitutional  right  Ameri¬ 
cana  have  to  worship  as  we  please. 
They're  right  on  that  specific  point, 
ofcourse/but  their  intellectual  arro- 

‘tfsSgrsat" 

ir  harangues  on  the  Con- 
usualty  tail  to  include  any 

_ of  whether  it  is  appropriate 

to  glorifv  Islam  on  that  particular 

construction  of  anySung  Islamic  so 
cloae  to  Ground  Zero,  saving  it  is 
an  insult  to  memories  of  their  loved 
ones  and  will  be  understood  around 
the  Muslim  world  as  a  validation  of 
the  attack  and  a  victory  over  the  UJ5. 

They  have  a  point,  too.  Islam 
has  an  established  historical  pat¬ 
tern  of  building  on  top  of  dviliza 
tions  they  have  destroyed,  as  signs 
of  triumphalism  and  subjugation 
Temple  Mount  in  Jerusalem  is  a 
good  example. 

If  only  U.S.  President  Barack 
Obama,  who  studied  in  Muslim 
schools  *s  a  youngster,  had  the 
courage  to  do  so,  perhaps  he  could 


work  out  an  exchange  whereby  a 
Christian  church  could  be  built 
next  to  the  Grand  Mosque  in 
Mecca,  Saudi  Arabia. 

Don't  hold  your  breath.  Saudi 
Arabia  is  one  of  the  most  repres¬ 
sive  Islamic  regimes  in  the  world, 
so  Christians  building  a  comparable 
structure  in  that  country  would  be 
fortunate  to  escape  with  their  lives. 

It  seems  Americans  are  the  only 
ones  who  have  to  be  considerate  of 
other  people  s  religious  foehn**. 

While  the  NewYork  City  debate 
rages  on,  most  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  are  probably  unaware  that 
there  are  currently  17  mosques 
in  Mississippi.  The  scandal  is 
hot  that  there  is  a  controversial 
Islamic  center  proposed  for  New 
York  City,  or  that  there  are  17 
mosques  in  Mississippi.  The  scan¬ 
dal  is  that  Christiana  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  -  and  specifically  Mississippi 
Baptists,  since  we  are  the  most 
expansive  Christian  oaganiiatfon 
in  the  state  -  are  not  seeking  with 
all  our  hearts  and  souls  to  obey 
our  Lord's  Great  Commission  as 
stated  in  Matthew  28:18-20. 

If  we  were  indeed  as  serious 
as  we  should  be  about  help¬ 
ing  to  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus,  there  wouldn  t 
be  a  need  for  a  tingle  mosque  in 
New  York  City  or  this  state.  If  we 
were  as  serious  as  we  should  be 
airplanes  and  boats  and  cars  and 
every  other  form 


witn  missionaries  iumi  wwiu  ^ 
you  and  me)  beaded  across  town 
and  across  the  world  to  save  the 
loaf  from  eternal  damnation. 

If  we  were  as  serious  as  we  should 
be,  missions  offerings  tike  the  Mar¬ 
garet  Lackey  State  Miamon  Offering, 
the  Annie  Armstrong  Offering  for 
North  American  MWons,  and  the 
Lottie  Moon  Offering  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Missions  would  be  filled  to 
overflowing  every  year.  If  we  were  as 
serious  as  we  should  be,  we  would 
be  using  every  legitimate  tool  at  our 
disposal  to  fight  the  very  real  pres¬ 
ence  of  Satan  in  the  world,  where  he 
seeks  whom  he  can  devour. 

It’s  time  we  got  serious.  The 
world  seems  very  dark  right  now, 
and  is  much  in  need  of  the  Light  and 
Truth  that  is  Jesus  Christ.  People 
are  dying  every  day  without  that 


It  was  the  Carthaginian  church  father, 
Tertullian  (olAD 15^225),  who, 
upon  contemplating  die  tern  We 
carnage  of  his  fallow  Christians,  dared  to 
remark,  "The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the 
seed  of  the  gospel.  He  said  it  at  a  time 
when  countless  Christians  were  being  put 
to  death  for  their  faith  and  the  future  of 
Christianity  still  hung  in  the  balance. 

This  father  of  the  church  was  a  man 
of  faith  who  rejected  the  persecution 
of  his  generation  s  ghastly  choos¬ 

ing  instead  to  interpret  it  in  ngnt  ot  tne 
Christian  hope  that  does  not  disappoint 
Tertullian  believed  that  these  deaths 
would  germinate  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
Gospel  (see  John  12:24-25)*  . 

In  this  vein,  you  have  to  marvel  at  lan¬ 
guage  and  wonder  if  Greek  didn  t  develop 
fornist  such  an  eventuality.  I  am  referring 
to  ‘'marti*,"  a  small  Greek  word  with  a 
semantic  domain  broad  enough  to  encircle 
the  call  to  be  a  witness  and  be  expamted 
to  include  the  possible  fate  of  martyrdom 
(Acts  22:20;  Revelation  2:13;  1 7*6)* 

Some  might  just  want  to  chalk  up  this 
semantic  nexus  to  an  idiosyncrasy  of  the 
Greek  language,  but  Jesus  makes  this 
interrelated  connection  in  other  ways  as 
well.  After  all,  the  same  Lord  who  saw! 

His  followers  would  be  hated  by  all  (Mat¬ 
thew  10:22)  also  expected  they  would 
take  the  Gospel  to  the  nations  for  a  wit¬ 
ness  (Matthew  24:14)* 

Peter  is  another  case  in  point.  This 
man,  who  before  the  crucifixion  and 
resurrection  was  adverse  to  any  kind  of 
personal  peril,  makes  a  startling  connec¬ 
tion  that  many  of  us  often  miss.  In  his 
first  epistle,  he  writes:  ‘And  who  is  there 
to  harm  you  if  you  prove  zealous  for  what 
is  good?  But  even  if  you  should  suffer 
for  the  sake  of  righteousness,  you  are 


Guest  opinion 

with  Rudy  Gonzalez 


These  believers  were  not  arm  chair 
apologists  pondering  logical  aiguroents 
for  the  existence  of  God,  or  the  reliability 
of  the  Scriptures,  or  the  truthfulness  of  the 
resurrection  from  behind  the  comfort  of  a 
desk  or  a  university  lectern. 

We  would  have  to  be  deaf  and  blind  to 
not  know  what  is  happening  to  Christians 
in  many  places  around  the  world,  and  yet 
it  is  a  fact  that  most  Christians  don't  know 
or,  apparently,  don’t  seem  to  care.  The 
latest  reports  estimate  that  1  J  " 

►  million  Christians  1 


are  uyuacrcij  uajr  itiuivwi 

Light  and  Truth,  and  entering  an 
eternity  of  misery  and  death.  If  that 
doesn't  drive  you  to  your  knees  be¬ 
fore  Almighty  God,  what  will? 


ration,  with  roughly  100,000  Christians 
dying  for  their  faith  each  year. 

I  am  not  holding  my  breath  waiting  for 
those  in  power  to  say  a  word  about  this 
global  atrocity,  for  the  things  of  this  world 
are  passing  (1  John  2:8, 17)  Our  response 
is  what  really  matters  at  this  crucial  mo¬ 
ment  so  I  ask,  is  the  blood  of  today’s  Copt, 
Syrian,  Libyan,  Sudanese,  and  Nigerian 
martyrs  (among  many  others)  still  the 
seed  for  evangelism,  or  is  it  spilling  tragi¬ 
cally  onto  the  beaches  of  Libya,  there  to  be 
diluted  by  the  Mediterranean? 

We  know  that  only  the  blood  of  Chrirt 
can  take  away  our  sin  and  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness  (1  John  1:7- 
9),  but  the  blood  of  the  faithful  is  never 
silent.  Before  Christ,  the  blood  of  the 
prophets  and  Abel  called  out  for  justice 
(Genesis  4:9;  Matthew  23:30). 

In  this  interim  moment  of  grace,  when 
Paul  admits  his  complicity  in  shedding 
the  blood  of  Stephen,  God  responds  not 
with  vengeance  but  with  a  mandate:  “Go! 
For  I  will  send  you  far  away  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles"  (Acts  22:20-21).  God  s  response 
to  the  shed  blood  of  a  saint  is  to  double 
down  on  evangelism! 

Mei  gtnoitol  —  "May  it  never  be  -  that 
we  should  squander  this  powerful  mo¬ 
ment.  Let  usbe  modern-day Tertulifans 
and  dare  to  believe  that  the  blood  of  our 

Christian  brothers  being  shed  can  be  the 

seed  that  God  will  plant  to  raise  up  a  pow¬ 
erful  evangelistic  effort. 

Fact:  It  was  the  courage  of  Christian 
slaves  as  they  were  being  slaughtered  in 
gladiatorial  arenas  that  caused  Tertullian 
to  turn  to  Christ  in  faith.  Most  recently, 

it  was  the  faith  of  20  Copt  martyrs  that 

caused  a  non-believer  from  Chad  to 

w—  GONZALEZ  on  p  6 
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the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
(BFM),  IMB  President  David 
Platt  told  reporters  May  14* 

“We  want  it  to  be  simple  and 
dear  that  what’s  driving  us  doc- 
trinallyis  what  all  these  churches 
(of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion]  have  agreed  on  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message,"  Platt 
said  during  an  hour-long  tele- 


"...We're  tethering  ourselves 
to  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message, 
and  we  tethered  ourselves  to  it 
in  such  a  way  that  if  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  were  to 
edit  or  adjust  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  a  year  from  now  or 
two  years  from  now  or  whenever, 
then  that  would  adjust  die  way 
we  work,"  Platt  said. 

Approved  during  a  May  12-13 
IMB  trustee  meeting  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  the  new  policy  is  one  com¬ 
ponent  of  an  effort  to  open  “new 
pathways*  of  missionary  service 
overseas  for  students,  profession¬ 
als,  retirees,  and  others,  and  es¬ 
tablish  a  single  set  of  preliminary 
qualifications  for  all  categories  of 
missionaries,  Platt  said 

Those  new  pathways  of  mis¬ 
sionary  service  have  not 
established  yet  but  are  expected 
to  be  announced  in  the  months 
ahead,  Platt  said.  Trustees  and 
staff  will  establish  additional  re¬ 
quirements  for  specific  catego¬ 
ries  of  IMB  overseas  personnel, 
he  added 

Subsequent  to  the  press  con¬ 
ference,  IMB  spokeswoman 
Wendy  Norvelle  told  Baptist 
Press  that  trustees  have  yet  to 


READY  FOR  SERVICE  -  David  and  Katie  Kizziah  from  Alberta  Church  inTuscaloosa,  Al., 
were  appointed  as  missionaries  Feb.  25  during  a  special  service  at  Sagemont  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas.  They  will  serve  in  Zambia  with  their  three  children.  International  Mission  Board 
President  David  Platt  announced  May  14  that  major  policy  changes  have  been  put  in  place  for 
missions  service  candidates.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


‘..We're  tethering  ourselves  to  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message, 
and  we  tethered  ourselves  to  it  in  such  a  way  that  if  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  were  to  edit  or  adjust  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  a  year  from  now  or  two  years  from 
now  or  whenever,  then  that  would  adjust  the  way  we  work." 

David  Platt,  IMS  PrasJdnt 


the  front  end,  but  it  s  dear,  as  an 
IMB  missionary,  that  we  abstain 
from  alcohol.’" 

Malang  adherence  to  BFM  the 
baseline  requirement  for  mis¬ 
sionary  service  represents  an  at 
tempt  to  ease  initial  restrictions 
on  qualified  Southern  Baptists 
who  feel  a  call  to  take  the  Gospel 
to  the  nations.  Platt  pointed  out. 

Trustees  “see  that  there  are 
some  issues  we  must  address  as 
the  IMB,"  Platt  said.  “Our  pipe¬ 
line  has  been  small  and  tough  to 
get  through  in  different  ways  that 
we  could  open  up  and  free." 

Regarding  prospective  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  were  prevented 
from  serving  under  the  old  poli¬ 
cies,  Platt  said,  “The  door  is  open 
for  them  to  explore  serving  with 
the  IMB." 

Platt  asked  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  pray  for  wisdom  among 
IMB  leaders  as  they  seek  to  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of  mission  - 
aries  despite  limited  funds 
“Even  before  this,  we  were 
turning  away  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  church  members  who  were 
qualified  to  serve  as  missionar¬ 
ies  —  even  under  our  old  quali¬ 
fications.  All  the  more  under 
our  new  qualifications. 

“Some  would  say,  Then  why 
open  up  the  pathway  if  you’ve 
already  got  kind  of  a  backlog' 
Well.  I  aon’t  want  to  continue 
to  say  no  to  qualified  members 
of  Southern  Baptist  churches." 
Platt  said  ^ 


embraces  the  doctrine  of  the  se¬ 
curity  of  the  believer’s  salvation 
and  does  not  view  baptism  as 
sacramental,  regenerative  or  es¬ 
sential  to  salvation."  The  policy 
applied  to  all  missionaries  at  all 
levels  of  service. 

■  The  previous  policy  on 
tongues  and  private  prayer  lan¬ 
guages  “went  beyond  some  of  the 
language  in  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message,"  Platt  said.  The  BFM 
makes  no  mention  of  either  issue. 

Policy  200-1  also  does  not 
mention  speaking  in  tongues 
or  using  a  private  prayer  lan¬ 
guage,  out  Platt  said  the  IMB 
Field  Personnel  Manual  allows 
a  missionary  to  be  terminated 
for  disruptive  emphasis  on  any 
specific  spiritual  gift  as  norma¬ 
tive  for  all  Christians. 

Platt  stressed  his  opposition 
to  excesses  of  the  charismatic 
movement.  “I  have  seen  and  con¬ 
fronted  the  dangers  of  the  char¬ 
ismatic  movement  and  the  error 
that  has  in  so  many  ways  under¬ 
cut  the  authority  of  God’s  Word. 
...  I  want  to  make  sure  that  we  are 
faithfully  representing  Southern 
Baptist  churches  and  convictions 
at  every  point." 

Previously,  IMB  policy  defined 
the  gift  of  tongues,  or  “glossola- 
lia"  m  Greek,  as  speaking  "a  Ic- 


On  the  web 

For  a  First-Person  col¬ 
umn  by  Platt  on  the  new 
personnel  policy,  visit 
bpnews  net/44755/»mb- 
and-churches-limitless- 
missionary-teams 

For  a  FAQ.  imb  org/ up¬ 
dates/ storyview- 3165  aspx* 
WoQLCzbKif 


mechanism  for  new  pathways  of 
missionary  service.  She  added, 
however,  that  the  IMB  encour¬ 
ages  churches  to  give  through 
fie  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of¬ 
fering  for  International  Mis¬ 
sions  and  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,  Southern  Baptists’  unified 
method  of  funding  missions  and 
ministries  in  Norm  America  and 


long-term  service  with  the  IMB 
as  tt  was  under  the  old  policy," 

Platt  said.  Previously,  divorced 
persons  were  disqualified  from 
service  as  career  and  apprentice 
missionaries. 

The  marital  history  of  all  mis¬ 
sionary  candidates  still  will  be 

examined.  However,  tin:  ciraim- _ _ _ 

stances  of  a  divorce  will  now  be  Spirit.  It  is  an 
considered  along  with  the  view  of  symbolizing  th 
the  prospective  missionary’s  host  in  a  crucified, 
culture  regarding  divorce  and  the  Savior,  the  belk 
candidate  s  potential  role  on  a  the  burial  of  th 
missionary  team,  Platt  said  resurrection  to 

Requirements  regarding  di-  of  life  in  Christ 
voice  may  need  to  differ  for  lead  Article  VII  a 
church  planters  and  support  per-  is  “prerequisite 
sonnel,  ne  pointed  out.  bership  and  th 

■  Tlie  only  baptism  require-  IMB  missionari 
ments  under  the  new  policy  are  going  to  believe 
that  a  missionary  be  “a  baptized  practice  and  li 
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It  was  May  2015  a  few  days  before 
Mother's  Day  when  before  sunrise  one 
morning  I  heard  this  strange,  unusual 
sound  off  in  the  distance.  It  continued  on 
and  on  as  l  tried  to  figure  out  what  it  was. 
1  /uled  out  a  siren  ana  it  wasn’t  a  motor 
humming.  It  wasn’t  a  helicopter  or  an 
airpUnenor  was  it  a  passing  sports  car. 
After  a  few  minutes  it  hit  me.  They're 
back.  The  cicadas  are  back. 

They  come  to  our  area  in  their  preae- 
termbied  life  cycle,  some  comir » every 
13  v*4ir§  and  another  type  coming  about 
r»e ry  17  years.  As  the  morning  and  the 
day  wore  on,  1  knew  it  was  them,  that 
they  were  hack  and  they  brought  their 
whole  family  with  them.  In  fact  over 
the  next  few  days,  again  and  again  in 
meetings  or  just  visiting  with  friends 
the  topic  would  come  up.  Some  people 
were  wondering  what  that  noise  was 
and  others  were  well  versed  in  the  life 


aiiu  uuicio 

of  the  cicada  and  provided  valuable  in¬ 
formation  out  of  their  deep  knowledge 


ofbugology.  . , 

Occasionally  someone  would  refer  to 

them  as  locust  and  quiddy  they  would  be 

challenged  and  maybe  even  reprimanded 
and  were  told  they  re  not  locusts,  they’re 
cicadas.  Regardless  of  where  the  discus¬ 
sion  was  going,  the  comments  were  made 
in  favor  or  opposed  to  the  cicadas,  I 
just  thought  again  and  again  the  cicadas 
are  singing.  Tnis  unusual  class  of  insects 
that  often  make  Mississippi  home  are 
here  for  a  short  time  and  thevll  be  gone 
only  to  return  in  13  years.  While  they  re 
here  let  me  suggest  to  you  that  you  do 
several  things  that  will  bring  joy  and 
pleasure  to  your  heart. 

First  of  all,  listen.  Sometimes 
you  will  be  in  a  place  and  it  will  sound 
like  they  are  two  or  three  miles  away 
and  they  well  may  be.  Other  times  you 
will  be  somewhere  and  it  will  seem  like 
the  cicada  symphony  orchestra  has  set 
up  right  over  your  head  ana  they  well 
may  be,  but  listen  to  them.  They’ re  not 
harmful  to  human  beings  at  all.  They 
don’t  bite,  scratch,  kick.  They  look  scary 
and  vicious  to  a  lot  of  people.  Great  big 


The  Cicadas  Are  Singing 


bugeyes  and  plastic  looking  wings,  but 
they  won’t  bother  you  in  the  least  listen 
to  them.  If  you  hear  one  all  by  itself  it 
rnav  sound  like  a  squeaky  scratchy  noise, 
maybe  even  Idee  a  beginner  playing  a 
violin.  Oh,  but  when  these  folks  get 
together,  a  congregation  of  cicadas, 
amazing  how  they  seem  to  harmonize 
and  present  a  chorus  of  humming. 

As  a  kid  sitting  outdoors  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  in  pre-television  days,  we 
watch  the  clouds  as  they  would  move 
around  and  take  on  various’  shapes  tha 
look  like  people  walking  across  the  sk) 
or  an  airplane  or  even  a  ship.  For  the 
sensitive  ear  desiring  to  hear  something 
good  from  these  little  creatures  God 
made,  you  may  be  blessed  to  hear  the  or¬ 
chestra  warm  up  and  then  play  tirelessly 
almost  hour  after  hour.  If  you  listen 
carefully  enough  you  will  be  blessed. 

Secondly,  love.  It  is  always  true 
and  forever  amazing  bow  hearing  things 
changes  according  to  whether  or  not  you 
love.  As  a  young  pastor  who  had  no  chil¬ 
dren  and  certainly  no  grandchildren,  I'd 
hear  Httle  kids  get  up  at  church  and  try 
to  sing  and  it  was  almost,  well  at  least  to 
me,  pathetic.  In  time  the  changes  that 
came  to  my  owh  life  and  the  love  that 
filled  my  heart  for  some  little  kids  that 


came  into  my  home  and  then  to  my  kids' 
homes,  changed  everything  about  the 
songs  and  the  people  who  were  singing. 

It  was  all  goocf  Not  just  good,  it  was 
incredible.  They  could  stand  up  there 
and  sing  and  wave  and  pull  at  their  ears, 
scratch  their  nose  and  the  love  in  ray 
heart  simply  would  pour  out  saying  that 
absolutely  wonderful. 

It’s  always  that  way  when  you  listen 
cicadas  or  grandkids  or  some¬ 
one  else  that  may  be  singing  at  your 
church.  It  changes  the  way  you  hear 
and  the  way  you  look  at  people.  In 
fact,  you  can  be  in  a  group  of  folks  and 
listen  to  them  as  they  are  complain¬ 
ing  about  contemporary  music  in  our 
churches  or  you  shift  over  into  another 
group  as  they  complain  about  the  dry, 
uninspiring  traditional  music.  Folks  in 
either  group  may  be  showing  their  lack 
of  love  both  for  the  people  they  are 
talking  about  and  the  subject  matter  of 
the  song  being  sung.  . 

See,  what  is  true  in  our  churches  is 
also  true  among  our  brother  and  sis¬ 
ter  cicadas.  They’re  not  mean  or  mad; 
they’re  just  doing  what  they  feel  led  to 
do.  They  won’t  be  around  long,  so  I 
would  enjoy  them  and  I  woukTencour- 
age  you  to  just  love  them.  Here’s  the 


reality.  Their  expressions  of  sound  are 
few  and  only  briefly  offered.  That  said, 
there’s  a  small  window  of  opportunity 
for  them  to  express  whatever  it  is  they’re 
expressing  -  praise  or  signals  to  other 
cicadas,  and  they  have  to  take  opportu¬ 
nities  to  do  whht  they  can  do  while  there 
is  time.  Now  regardless  of  whether 
you’re  in  the  millennial  class  of  folks  or 
the  baby  boomers  of  the  upward  genera 
tion,  be  loving  enough,  kind  enough, 

thoughtful  enough  to  at  least  take  a  shot 
at  enjoying  the  demonstration  of  praise 
only  here  a  few  days  and  then  it  is  gone. 

It  is  true  whether  vou  are  expressiM 
your  love  for  the  folks  at  church  and  the 
various  stages  of  generational  process  or 
you  are  reaching  out  to  your  grandkids 
or  touching  thelife  of  your  grandpar¬ 
ents,  mix  in  a  tittle  love  and  you  will  find 
that  what  is  going  on  with  them  can  be  a 
blessing  to  you. 

The  third  thing  I  would  encour¬ 
age  ua  to  do  is  just  linger  in  love. 

As  13  year  cycles  come  and  go,  obviously 
I  have  hearo  a  number  of  them  in  my 
lifetime,  and  it  is  strange  how  you  can 
recall  what  it  sounded  like,  but  when  it 
happens  again  after  a  13  year  absence, 
boom,  it  shocks  you  again  that  it  is 
happening.  In  Ecclesiastes  3,  the  wise 
Solomon  made  this  observation  from 
his  brilliant  mind  and  his  even  more 
brilliant  heart  that  God  had  made  all 
things  beautiful  (v.  11),  and  I  guess  you 
could  put  a  footnote  there  that  even  the 
cicadas,  or  maybe  even  the  teenagers,  or 
maybe  even  the  senior  adults,  or  maybe 
even  the  toddlers,  or  maybe  even  the  ad¬ 
venturous  young  adults,  or  maybe  even 
the  struggling,  aching,  precious  soul  lim¬ 
ited  in  mobility,  pretty  much  confined  to 
a  home,  has  a  joyful  expression  to  share 
with  others. 

The  cicadas  are  singing.  At  whatever 
age  or  stage  you  maybe  in,  why  don’t 
you  Join  tfiem?  It  wto  bless  you  and  you 
will  oless  most  of  us. 

7 Tie  author  can  be  contacted  at  dire c- 
tionsQmbcb.org. 


TUCKERS  CROSSING  CHURCH.  LAUREL,  recognizes  it*  Bible  driller*:  Patrick  McLeroore  (left),  three-year  children:  Dakota  Forbes  (right),  nine-year  youth; 
and  their  total  group. 


STANDING  PINE  CHURCH,  LEAKE  ASSOCIA 
TION,  recognizes  it*  Bible  drillers. 


BETHEL  CHURCH,  ROGUE  CHITTO,  recognize* 
il*  Bible  drillers  Deborah  Moek,  Bible  drill  director. 
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HEARTSONG 

MUSK  &  WORSHIP  ARTS  CAMP 

FOR  6TH-12TH  GRADERS 
WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY,  HATTIESBURG,  MS 
JUNE  23-27,  2015 

The  students  will  learn,  prepare  and  preset if  the 
music/drama,  OPEN  UP  THE  HEAVENS  BY  Dennis  and 
Nan  Allen 


Cost:  $195  Per  Person  Staying  in  the 
$95  Per  Person  Commuting  (includes  meals. 


For  More  Information  contact  the  Church  Music  Dept, 
of  the  MBCB: 


SCHOOL 

PRAYER 


School  Pray  or  Walks  &  Taachar  Appreciation  Days 
STARTING  AUGUST  1-31 

Pray  for  our  students,  teachers,  &  administrators.  Pray  that  the  Glory  of 
the  lord  will  fill  the  offices,  classrooms,  halls  and  athletic  fields  of  our 
Mississippi  schools,  especially  our  colleges  and  universities!  Suggested 
resources  to  help  you  plan  may  be  found  here 

http://www.mbcb.org/womans-missionary-union/prayer/ 

Contact  Tammy  Anderson  of  the  MS  WMU  for  advice: 

601-292-3323  or 

tandersonGmbcb  org 


¥Um 

:  11  Ijai 

MB 

■  1  ■■  dt»s 

For  more  information  contact  Lisa  Leaveil  at  lleavell  mbcboig 
or  601  292  3347 


STATE  LITERACY  MISSIONS  RETREAT 

toe 

130  aUfelM**.  July  31-100  +m.  S Am*-*  1. 


Bask  Workehop*  end  5  .rntniri  offered  for  ill  eress  of  Literacy  Mrs  worn 
Adult  Reeding  end  Wnt.ng  (AM V),  EngMl  as  •  Second  Longue go  (ESU. 
Tutoring  Chicken  end  Youth  (TCY) 

RM.str.t.on  foe  $20.00  oedy  bud  fcefom  My  I.  201 S)  $30  00  after  July  1,  2015 

REGISTRATION  OgAPUNI  IS  JULY  24.  2015 
Dm*i  Nr  re#ato»t*o»:  July  24.  2015  Sat*  «rd  hy  July  1.  2015 
fgt  mo to  information  on  the  Slat*  literacy  Mhaiona  Retreat  and  regulation  plain  con 
Cindy  Htfetbuch.  662-41 7-3144  or  ctndyWr^MiUnwt  corr 
or  Paula  fw*h—6Q1  292  3336  or  perndh^mbcfcorg 
A  MMatry  of  the  MS  WMU  at  the  MOCft 
1  •00-740- 1401 ,  1*1.334 


WYlfNDALE  BAPTIST  CHlCH 
TERRY,  MISSISSIPPI  •  JULY  31AUGUSH.  2015 


Cost  of  Conference  $30 

Make  check  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  and  ma.1  with  registrar  form  ?< 

Church  Musk  Department  •  Musk  MiSMSstppi  •  PO  Bo*  530,  Jeckson,  MS  39205 

For  more  information  registrations  form  and  motel  h*«nqv  refer  to  your  2015  Noted  Events 
Booklet  You  mav  a<so  ca<;  1  800  748  1651  ext  26  7  or  tn  row'-  60  292  32^7 
Registration  deadline  is  juiy  1  !  2f'' 


wwwmbcb  or  g 


What  I  tell  you  in  me  darkness. 
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Pray  for  Karen  Brown. 

missionary  mmttenng 
to  Amitop  Peoples 


Pray  for  John  6  Pray  for  Matthew  fray  tor  Davkf  4  ****** 

Claudia  Brown.  Bwrtu^  rrcsioray  Pamela  Carlton,  Wanda  Oarfo  rmsiorv 

mrssicr>arie^inir»srenng  rmstervig^o  European  rrosfonaatt^iristenng  to  aoes  mrytaRng  jo  cu- 

toSub-SahAn/focan  Peoples  rrvcjgh  Sut>-Saha^0African  Peo*  ropean  Pe^jes  through 

Peoples  through  churctv  evangefctif  pies  tfwouqfl  theological  strategy  coadfoaoon 

home  outrwcn  and  eduatktnTaiurcn^Kjme 

evangelism  •  outreach  &  evangelism 

The  IMB  mloionanes  listed  n  the  HouseTops  prayer  calendar  are  current  acove  in  24  year  terms  or  in  c 


GROUPS/lf/ITTER. 


We  will  be  in  all  areas  of  our  state  to  equip  your  Sunday  School  ond 

Small  Group  church  leadership  from  pastors  to  preschool  with  tools  for 

teaching  Jesus  os  the  Christ. 

2015  Sunday  School  and  Small  Groups 
leadership  Conferences 

6:308:30  p.m. 

LOCATIONS 

7/21/2015 

Hardy  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 

7/28/2015 

First  Baptist  Church,  Newton 

7/30/2015 

Brandon  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

8/4/2015 

Crosspoint  Church,  Gulfport 

8/7-8/2015 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 
(part  of  Growing  Churches ) 

8/11/2015 

West  McComb  Baptist  Church,  West  McComb 

8/13/2015 

First  Baptist  Church,  Batesville 

8/25/2015 

First  Baptist  Church,  Cleveland 

8/27/2015 

First  Baptist  Church,  Winona 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Sunday  School  and  Small  Groups  Team 


GOING  TO  COLLEGE  THIS  FALL? 

BSU  is  on  more  than  30  campuses  in  Mississippi,  and  you  are  invited  to  come 
and  join  the  funi  Grow  spiritualty  and  serve  white  you  are  in  ccAlege  andltfid' 
great  friends)  Every  BSU  has  a  welcome  event  at  the  beginning  of  school  in  the 
fall.  Find  out  more  about  BSU  where  you  ore  going! 

E-mail  or  call  us  for  more  information. 


•UK  MOUNTAM 

6626854771,0*137 
Imok  j  *Obmc.adu 

CO-UN  CC 

601*643-2630 

brobruceOcoimbsu  ocg 

DOXA  STATE 

662-843*2507 

bsudsuObefsoulh.net 

EAST  CENTRAL  CC 

601635-2481 

dukhunfOholmail.com 
EAST  MISStSSMPt  CC 

662-3156275 
jmsimpsorL5100gmail.com 
OUU  COAST  CC 

601-9286029 
craver^aephenOyahoo  com 


JOPKS  COUNTY  JC 

601477-3973 

iCfct)suOgmoi!  com 

MPUPUIICC 

6016982674 

mend»an_bsuO 


MC 

601-9253238 

moddoxOmc.edu 

MISSISSIPPI  DUJA  CC 

6622465043 

jep71440bol.com 


SOUTHWEST  MS  CC 

601-2762012 

smccbsi^beNsoulh.net 

OH  MISS 

662*2349366 

mobakerOoiemisi.edu 

USM 

601-2645160 

loyd.kjnoeibrdOusm.edu 

WILLIAM  CAREY 

6013186161 

tim  giaaeOwmoarey.edu 


jmsimpsonSlOOgmail  com  6623234761  for 

OMf  COAST  CC  mb2520nj.m»Ea»redu  con tacf  the  Collegiate 

60V9284029  MS  U  PO«  WOMEN  M'n'^X  °* 

crovw^-pUiWyahoo.eom  662-3283295  601-292-3299 

itimf  rr  bsuOmuw.edu 


BAI* I  ISIS 


601-8575312  NORTHEAST  MS  CC 

HmcbBSUOaol.com  662*7285409 

HOLMES  CC  nodheasOSUO  A  JLiJLi-M 

662472-2*37  ho*naaa>m  YVVQIS^P 

bw«K*MKcadu  NORTHWEST  MS  CC  1  .ml  1  , 

ITAWAMBA  CC  662462-6168  1  I  fl  ■  9  Jf 

662-8623278  bsunwccOgmail  com 

icdmjOmy.iccms.edu  PEARL  RIVER  CC 

601-7958581 
procbeu0belio4h.net 

Baptist  Stvdint  Union  it  o  ministry  of  your  Cooporafive  Program 
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— m»ewl00Hi. _  TERPMSE.  IK  BACCEFTMG  RESUMES 

SNEER  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  10CATEI)  FOR  A  RU  TME  STUDENT  NMSTER 
WOODWLiE,  MB,  »  8EB0N6  A  »  •  joB  SwaipSiin  royml 

CATTONAl.  WORSHFMMC  LEADER  PM»  md  mmm  to 
*umn  can  be  »m  to  the  wanton  4  ■>*  StorrtCownNtoi.  BMprte  »*? 
i  Mu»c  Cowwtoa  a»  2836  H»awy  5U  Ow*.  PO  to  M*.  BM|W»:  IB  »&>. 

rt h.  RbodvRa,  MS  39009  or—MllpjMwyBna4lOjwMi.ooiw _ 

mm  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  eastwooo  baptist  church  in 

UOENT  NBMSTER.  MDMOUAL  NEEDS  TBBE  PASTOR.  P1w»  »nd  —urn  to 
(BESELF4IOTTVATED  WTH  A  DESIRE 

[  LEAD,  TEACH  AIR)  LOVE  JR-  H ICH  Wjro^«36751 « «* *> w* 

b  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUOENTS  FOR  *  —taQNtorxIn* - 

EuEMFOORTO  APPLY  TO  RE  AN  ENON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  ft  SEEUNG  A 
KrTAHT  PART  OP  OUR  CHURCH  BIVOCATIOINU.  NMSTER  OP  YOUTH 
Efp  cau.  d—mm  it— iom  at  mu  s*+  mm*m  to:  2694  Cam*™  Rd 

MSI. _  Qi«M  Ml  3S901  or  am*  anonU»fot 

EOT  LAUREL  BAFTMT  CHURCH  M  cAu»ch»>Noofc  cow  or  cal- (962)2264778 
OJREL  MS  B  SEEKING  A  FUU-TME  NEEDED  FUtX  TBIE  OR  BL  VOCATIONAL 
BOCUTE  PASTOR  OF  WORSHP  AND  NMSTER  OP  YOUTH  AND  CMLOREN  AT 
XING  ADULTS.  Pteaaa  Mnd  rcaumtt  to  ASHLAND  BAPTMT  CHURCH  Bl  ABH- 
Ml  Lami  BriM  Church,  Atov  Pmm*  LAND,  MR  Sand  Mwnn  to  Mr  Stortoy 
MwnMtoc,  1400  W  5B  Stoat  LaunL  MS  Pd«,2S6CaitorFtoto  Aahtond  MS  38603or 
N40oratoaatoa<tochurch^yahoo.coia  a*— totowitogoRgyehoocorn _ 


and  Condo  $75tato  Contoct  832  922  0401 
or  E-awt  pdta479O0att  rwt  lor  ntormabon 


Billy  Jack  Barron,  79» 

of  Lexington,  missionary/ 
minister,  passed  awav  Apr. 
26  at  University  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Medical  Center, 
Jackson.  Visitation  was 
held  Apr.  28,  from  6-8 
p.m.  at  Ebenezer  Church, 


Funeral  services  were 
held  at  11  a  m.  Apr.  29  at 
Ebenezer  Church.  On  April 
30,  burial  took  place  at 
Kirk  Memorial  Gardens 
in  Rains ville,  Ala.  Barron 
was  a  member  of  Ebene¬ 
zer  Church  where  he  bad 


served  as  pastor  for  27 
years;  he  was  an  Army  vet¬ 
eran  and  a  New  Tribes  mis¬ 
sionary  for  44  years.  He  is 
survived  by  nis  wife,  Mar¬ 
garet  Barron;  son,  Adrian 
Barron  (Brenda)  of  Geor¬ 
gia;  daughter,  Alisa  Drake 
(David)  of  Pearl;  sister, 
Doris  Bethune  of  Alabama; 
3  grandchildren  and  2 
great  grandchildren.  He 
was  preceded  in  death  by 
his  parents  Orron  Franklin 
and  Gustavious  Lewis  Bar¬ 
ron,  and  son  Thomas  Craig 
Barron. 


TOWNSEND 
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Ssrsonality,"  said  Janet 
reen,  Mississippi  WMU 
president.  “It  is  ner  desire 
to  help  individuals  grow  in 
their  spiritual  depth  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  She  has  a  heart  for  the 
nations  and  is  uniquely  gifted 
with  the  skills,  insights,  and 
experiences  needed  to  lead 
the  women  of  Mississippi  for¬ 
ward  in  the  culture  of  today." 

“The  search  committee  is 
excited  about  the  future  of 
Mississippi  WMU  and  its  min¬ 
istries  with  Dr.  Townsend  in 
leadership.  She  is  devoted  to 
involving  people  in  missions. 
It  is  her  heart,"  said  Marion 
Duncan  of  Starkville,  chair  of 
the  WMU  executive  director- 
treasurer  search  committee 
that  brought  about  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  Townsend. 

“Cindy  works  with  teenage 
girls  in  her  local  church  through 
Acteens,  leading  them  to  de¬ 
velop  a  missional  lifestyle.  She 
looks  forward  to  visiting  in  the 
nine  geographical  areas  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  WMU  and  getting  to 
know  the  women  involved  in 
local  missions  opportunities," 
Duncan  said. 

Jim  Futrml,  executive  direc¬ 
tor-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  said 
upon  her  election,  “While  Cindy 
Townsend  has  spent  most  of  her 
life  in  Mississippi,  her  ministry 
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experiences  have  touched  every 
age  group  and  reached  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth." 

Townsend  holds  two  de¬ 
grees  from  Baptist-affiliated 
Mississippi  College  in  Clin¬ 
ton:  a  B.S.  in  music  education 
(’89),  and  a  M.S.  Ed.  in  music 
(  82).  Her  husband  of  35  years, 
William  R.  (Bill)  Townsend,  is 
vice-president  of  institutional 
advancement  and  legal  coun¬ 
sel  to  the  president  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College. 

She  also  holds  two  degrees 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary: 
M.A.  in  Christian  Education 
C91)  and  D.Ed.  Min.(’i2).  She 
served  as  director  of  women* s 
missions  and  ministry  for  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention 
(2002-2006). 

The  Townsends  reside 
in  Flowood  and  have  two 
adult  children. 

“During  this  season  of  my 
life,  1  know  this  call  has  been 
orchestrated  by  God  for  His  pur¬ 
poses,*  said  Townsend  in  writ¬ 
ten  remarks  provided  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  “The  call  is  to 
encourage  Mississippi  women  of 
all  ages  (children,  youth,  adult) 
to  be  on  mission  for  Christ  and 
to  equip  women  to  give  to  mis¬ 
sions,  learn  about  missions,  pray 
for  missions,  do  missions,  and 
ultimately  live  the  mission's  life¬ 
style  in  their  community,  state, 
nation,  and  world.  (Jerusalem, 
Judea,  Samaria,  and  the  ends  of 
the  earth.) 

“I  am  standing  on  my  tiptoes 
anticipating  a  great  movement 
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Casting  Crowns  in  Concert 

July  18  7:00  p.m. 

Leflore  County  Civic  Center 
200  Hwy  7  North,  Greenwood,  MS  38930 

$25  General  Admission 
$35  Artist  Circle 
$75  VIP  Seating 
Doors  open  at  6:00  p.m. 

Sponsored  by 

North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
662-453-2801 

Purchase  tickets  at  itickets.com  or  church 


of  God  in  the  lives  of  women 
across  our  state." 

The  WMU  executive  com¬ 
mittee  also  approved  the  search 
committee’s  recommendation 
to  make  an  addition  to  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  director’s  title,  which 
will  now  be  known  as  executive 
director-treasurer  of  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  and  Wom¬ 
en’s  Ministries  of  Mississippi. 

“Looking  toward  the  future 
of  Mississippi  WMU  with  a 
creative,  innovative  new  leader 
in  place,  we  need  to  make  pro 
vision  for  her  to  be  welcomed 
and  well-received  in  groups  of 
women  and  churches  across 
our  state  to  share  new  ideas 
and  methods  of  missions  edu¬ 
cation  and  involvement  in  mis¬ 
sions  ministries,"  according 
to  a  statement  released  by  the 
search  committee. 

“The  expanded  title  express¬ 
es  more  fully  all  the  avenues 
of  ministry  for  which  the  office 
is  responsible  and  allows  Dr. 
Townsend  and  her  staff  to  min¬ 
ister  more  effectively  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  churches,”  Green 
said-  "1  am  so  grateful  to  the 
prayer  warriors,  who  make  up 
our  Mississippi  WMU  execu¬ 
tive  board,  for  their  foresight 
in  affirming  these  far-reaching 
decisions,  leaving  us  poised  for 
the  future. 

“May  we  continue  to  de¬ 
pend  on  the  Lord,  asking  Him 
to  guide  and  empower  us  as  we 
seek  to  answer  His  Great  Com¬ 
mission  call." 


MEDICARE 

Supplement 


SAVE  up  to 

40% 
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15% 
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L.D.O’Mire 

Financial  Services 
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conferences  in  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  specialty  areas. 

Prior  to  serving  at  First 
Church,  Grenada,  Lee  was  se¬ 
nior  pastor  and  associate  pas¬ 
tor  prior  to  that  at  Providence 
Church,  Hattiesburg  (2003- 
2010).  He  was  also  senior 
pastor  at  Macedonia  Church, 
New  Albany  (2000-2002), 
and  pastor  of  New  Prospect 
Church,  Iuka  (1999-2000). 

He  holds  a  B.A.  in  psychol¬ 
ogy  (’97)  from  Mississippi 
State  University  in  StarkviUe, 
an  M.Div.  in  biblical  stud¬ 
ies  (‘02)  and  M.Th.  in  Old 
Testament/ Hebrew  (’06) 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
and  is  pursuing  a  D.Min 
in  pastoral  work  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Lee  has  been  married  to 
the  former  Jennifer  D.  Esler 
for  20  years,  and  they  have 
three  children. 

“His  experience,  keen 
mind,  and  great  spirit  will 
provide  great  leadership  for 
all  of  our  pastors  and  lead¬ 
ers,"  Futral  said. 

“I  love  Mississippi  and 
Mississippi  Baptists!  I  am 
both  excited  and  humbled  to 
join  the  Convention  team  and 
fill  this  role.  My  family  covets 
your  prayers  as  we  transition 
to  serve  our  MBCB  pastors, 
staff,  and  churches,"  Lee  said. 

Shane  Thrash,  assistant  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  at  William  Carey  Uni¬ 
versity  (WCU)  in  Hattiesburg 
since  July  2011  and  also  the 
current  interim  pastor  at  Lake 
Como  Church,  Bay  Springs, 
will  begin  his  duties  as  the 
new  manager  of  Central  Hills 
Retreat  near  Kosciusko  on 
June  15. 

He  replaces  James  Ray, 
who  resigned  Dec.  31  to  an¬ 


swer  the  call  to  pastor  Cherry 
Creek  Church,  Pontotoc. 

The  primary  purpose  of 
Central  Hills  Retreat,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  MBCB  web  site,  is 
to  provide  a  Christian  camp¬ 
ing  experience  for  boys  and 
girts  ages  five  to  18.  The  facil¬ 
ity  is  used  almost  exclusively 
for  summer  camp  programs 
from  late  May  to  early  Au- 

r  .  Throughout  the  rest  of 
year,  Central  Hills  is 
available  for  camps,  retreats, 
and  conferences. 

Prior  to  his  current  service, 
Thrash  was  student  pastor  at 
West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel 
(2010-2012),  minister  of  fam¬ 
ilies  at  Park  Haven  Church, 
Laurel  (2008-2010),  and  as¬ 
sociate  pastor/ minister  of  stu¬ 
dents  at  Friendship  Church, 
Ellisville  (2003-2008). 

He  holds  a  bachelor  of  gen¬ 
eral  studies  with  concentra¬ 
tions  in  biblical  studies  and 
physical  education  (’06)  and 
a  masters  of  counseling  psy¬ 
chology  with  an  emphasis  in 
Christian  counseling  (*08), 
both  from  WCU. 

Thrash,  a  former  U.S.  Ma¬ 
rine,  is  a  Central  Hills  staff 
alumnus.  He  has  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  his  wife  Kristel  since 
December  2003,  and  they 
have  three  children. 

“Shane  has  histoiy  with 
Central  Hills  Retreat.  God  ha& 
uniquely  packaged  his  expen- 
ence  and  his  desire  with  h.s 
ministerial  experience,  a  love 
for  young  people,  and  a  stint 
with  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps,"  Futral  said. 

“1  am  truly  excited  to  have 
this  opportunity,"  Thrash 
said.  “Since  my  time  as  a  sum¬ 
mer  staffer  at  Central  Hills,  it 
has  been  my  dream  to  manage 
a  camp.  I  never  thought  that 
it  would  be  at  a  place  mat  has 
meant  so  much  to  me.  I  look 
forward  to  what  God  has  in 
store  for  me  and  my  family  in 
His  ministry  at  Central  Hills.” 


Tim  Ruth  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  financial  services 
(GuideStone)  representative 
and  procurement  officer.  He 
will  Begin  his  new  duties  on 
June  1. 

Ruth  has  been  the  consul¬ 
tant  contract  manager  for 
the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Transportation  (MOOT) 
since  2010  and  was  an  MDOT 
contract  employee  before 
then.  He  has  also  been  self- 
employed  and  worked  in  sales 
and  account  management.  He 
was  an  operations  auditor  for 
Citigroup  for  six  years. 

He  holds  a  bachelor  of 
business  administration  with 
emphases  in  management  and 
marketing  (’90)  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Mississippi  in  Ox¬ 
ford  and  an  associate  in  gen¬ 
eral  business  administration 
(’88)  from  Northeast  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Community  College 
in  Booneville. 

A  longtime  member  of 
Broadmoor  Church  in  Madi¬ 
son,  Ruth  has  been  married 
to  wife  Teena  for  22  years  and 
they  have  two  children. 

’Tim  has  spent  most  of  his 
adult  life  in  business,  while  he 
has  been  consumed  with  min¬ 
istry  and  caring  about  people 
at  iSe  same  time,"  Futral  said. 

“God  has  assembled  some 
*>f  the  greatest  leaders  to  min¬ 
istry  assignments  all  across 
the  state.  What  a  blessing 
I  am  being  given  to  serve 
alongside  them  in  being  their 
Guidestone  representative," 
Ruth  said.  “Also,  as  a  portion 
of  my  position  1  will  be  man¬ 
aging  some  of  the  day-to-day 
procurement  and  business  of 
MBCB.  1  look  forward  to  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  stewardship  of  this 
area  as  well." 

“We  look  forward  to  all 
of  them  coming  to  provide 
unique  leadershq  with  God- 
given  abilities,  and  to  bless 
all  Mississippi  Baptists," 
Futral  saia. 


Submission  Guidelines 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleated  to  publish 
news  and  nhotooranhs  of  mnrifil  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  b#  published 

Preferred  method;  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  email  address  below,  and 
must  ba  included  in  the  meesnpe  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  everpresent  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  w»H  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person’s  address  end 
telephone  number 

Photograpns  must  be  submitted  1 


via  e-mai.  as  attachments  In  JPEG  format.  Herd 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
servioa  win  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  dear,  sharp,  and  weighted.  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  bunding-,  or 
object-only  photographs  w *  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  end  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  wall  on  newsprint 
era  generally  not  pubkshable 

Thera  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wil  be  published,  and  unsolicited 
material  wiN  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned. 

Al  news  Kerns  era  subject  to  edKing.  end  al 
photographs  era  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only  Oeedkne  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date.  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  wiN  be  published  on  e 


meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO.  Box 
830.  Jackson.  MS  3920*0630.  FAX:  (001)  292 
3330.  E-mail:  beptistracord9mbcb.org. 
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embrace  Christ  becoming  the 
2isf  believer  to  die  at  the  nands 
of  ISIS  on  that  same  day. 

I  know  of  nothing  that 
would  honor  our  martyrs  more 
than  for  the  church  to  proclaim 
the  Gospel  for  a  witness  in  our 
dty  streets  and  around  the 


world.  Let’s  do  it  in  the  power 
of  the  Spirit  Many  will  near 
and  believe! 

Gonzdlez  is  prqfessor  of New 
Testament  cma  director  cf  the 
William  R.  Marshall  Center 
for  Theological  Studies  in  San 
Antonio ,  Texas,  a  campus  of 
Southwestern  Seminary.  His 
commentary  appears  courtesy 
of  Baptist  Press. 
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NX  OE  OX  PGOEERT  OT  ELR  YGAYL- 
REX,  KRLAFB,  O  XRTB  WU  WRXXRT- 
DRG  KRCAGR  ELU  CNHR,  PLOHL  XLNFF 
YGRYNGR  ELU  PNU  KRCAGR  ELRR. 

WNGM  ATR:  EPA 

Clue:  T  =  N 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en-' 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Luke  2:7 

By  Charts*  Marx.  1932-2004.  ©  200$ 


Need  a  light ! 


•  said.  “I  am  the  light  of  the  world. 
Whoever  follows  me  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  lm(  will  ha\c  (lie 
lighl  of  life/  1  John  X:  I2» 


forgriciH' 
id  freedom 


iiionship 


w  till  Ihm.  I  I  in  ei\e  <  In  ist  as 
m\  Sa\  ior  and  I  nrft.l 

Bill  man>i  is  It  1 t iv*  (|  hi  ill.  to  thrill  lit  gaw 
l lie  right  to  become  children  of  God.  e% en  to 
those  who  helie\ e  in  his  name.'*  (John  f : 1 2 > 
II  \nn  make  a  decision  for  (  hrist  toda\. contact  a 
local  Southern  Kuptisl  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 
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Faithful  •  Malachi  2:10-17 


How  good  is  your  word  to  a  friend?  Is 
your  handshake  sufficient  for  an  agree¬ 
ment  of  trust?  1  remember  when  my 
Dad  accepted  a  job  on  a  handshake  be¬ 
tween  friends  and  no  contract  to  sign.  In 
this  day  of  litigation,  it  sometimes  takes 
a  team  of  lawyers  to  explain  the  terms. 

Life  was  not  so  complicated  for  Mala¬ 
chi  as  he  explained  covenant  conditions 
to  his  listeners.  Their  covenant  was  with 

vet  theydffose  to  interprrtfcS* hemselves. 
He  questioned  their  “Faithfulness". 

Irresponsible  Behavior 
(Malachi  2:10-12) 

“ Has  God  not  created  us?  Why  do  we 
deal  treacherously  with  one  another  by~ 
profaning  the  covenant  of  the  fathers ?" 
(Malachi  2:10  NKJV) 

Malachi  is  saying  “Do  you  not  remem¬ 
ber  the  One  who  gave  us  life?  Why  do  we 
defy  His  Word?^The  people  of  Judah 
were  not  keeping  His  commandments. 
They  were  marrying  foreign  wives  who 
worshipped  idols,  spiritual  profanity. 
“Judah  profaned  the  Lord’s  holy  insti¬ 
tution  vroich  He  loved."  v.  11  Then  they 
an  offering  to  the  altar  expect- 
*  *  '  i  done. 


t r  youth ,  with 
treacherously” 


mg  God  to  bless  what  they  had  1 
God  does  not  bless  flagrant  sin,  or  any 
other  sin.  He  expects  repentance. 

The  Marriage  Covenant  Reaffirmed 
(Malachi  2:13-15) 

?  has  been  1 


you  and  the  wife 
whom  you  have 
(Malacai  2:14  NKJV) 

And  this  second  thing  you  do...  you 
cover  the  altar  with  tears.. .but  God  is  not 
listening!  Malachi  says  God  ignores  shal¬ 
low  repentance.  They  were  trying  to  cov¬ 
er  their  sin  with  superficial  expressions  of 
regret.  They  could  not  understand  God’s 
response.  He  said  they  had  divorced 
their  long  time  wives  ana  gone  after  idol¬ 
worshipping  foreign  women.  God  did 
not  bless 
the  broken 
marriage, 
nor  did  He 

ItXJ!:  ra  Explore  the 

a  1  with  Kiety  t>.  Young 

God’s 
affirma¬ 
tion  for 

marriage  4*  *  _ 

remains.  It  is  not  only  a  sacred  trust  be¬ 
tween  a  man  and  a  woman;  it  is  also  a 
sacred  covenant  with  God.  We  cannot 
take  that  covenant  lightly  although  to¬ 
day’s  culture  certainly  does. 


They  had  stained  that  which  God  had 
made  sacred.  They  further  wearied  God 
with  shallow  words  twisting  them  for 
them  own  pleasure  and  personal  desires 
even  questioning  the  justice  of  God  in 
challenging  their  actions.  “Where  is  the 
God  of  justice?"  v.  17 

Some  would  argue  that  Jesus  in 
Matthew  19:8  gives  room  for  divorce. 
That  is  true,  but  that  was  a  concession, 
not  God’s  ideal.  Paul  would  say  that  a 
Christian  who  is  victim  of  an  unbeliev- 

_  *n8  spouse 

in  divorce 
is  released 


The  Lord  has  l 


1  witness  between 


God  Brings  Justice 
(Malachi  2:16-17) 

“For  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  says 
that  He  hates  divorce,  for  if  couers 
one's  garments  with  violence.  ’  (Mala¬ 
chi  2:16  NKJV) 


to  remarry. 
Also  true, 
through 
the  grace 
of  God. 

God’s 
plan  for 
marriage 
is  one  man 
and  one  woman  until  death  alone  parts 
them.  That  is  His  ideal.  It  is  only  the 
grace  of  God  that  can  redeem  us  when 
we  did  not  cling  to  His  plan. 

The  conflict  of  man  arises  when  we 
try  to  rationalize  our  actions  in  light 
of  God’s  Laws.  In  essence  we  want  to 
justify  our  actions.  God’s  Word  is  firm, 
loving  but  firm. 

Sin  has  consequences.  Sin  leaves 
scars.  The  sin  can  be  forgiven  through 
God’s  grace,  but  the  scar  tissue  remains. 


God  gives  us  an  ideal  plan.  If  wJ 
stick  to  and  follow  His  plans,  we  will 
be  biassed  abundantly.  If  we  disre¬ 
gard  or  neglect  God’s  plan,  we  suffer 
m  direct  proportion.  Repentance  that 
is  shallow  and  filled  with  insincerity  is 
worthless.  But,  broken  hearted,  sor¬ 
rowful  contrition  gets  the  attention 
of  God. 

Malachi  was  looking  for  sorrowful 
contrition,  but  be  found  shallow  insin¬ 
cere  hearts.  Justice  prevailed.  God 
wants  us  to  folldw  His  Word  today  just 
as  Malachi  was  speaking  in  his  day. 

As  my  wife  ana  I  taught  our  sons  and 
daughter,  there  are  many  things  that 
will  try  to  pull  you  away  from  the  truth 
of  Goa,  some  of  which  you  might  inves¬ 
tigate  and  question  in  light  of  the  Truth 
of  God.  We  told  them  to  remember  the 
Truth  never  changes  even  though  our 
culture  does.  Stick  to  the  Truth  and  you 
will  never  regret  it. 

The  world  is  looking  to  see  how 
close  to  the  truth  we  are  walking. 
They  are  really  looking  for  us  to  step 
out  of  line.  If  we  do,  they  will  say  we 
are  no  different  from  them,  so  why 
should  they  follow  us.  Stand  for  His 
Truth.  Goa  is  always  faithful. 

Young  is  retired  Sunday  School 
Director,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  and  a  member  of 
Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison. 


Stick  with  Humility  •  Philippians  2:1-5 ,  13-15 


1  that  -stick  Wee  glue  be- 
with  Jesus  adhesion!  People  who 
_ !  been  touched  by  Jesus  can  effec¬ 
tively  touch  others.  We  h  ave  been  learn¬ 
ing  about  spiritual  “bonding  agents"  that 
contribute  to  the  initiation  and  long  term 
maintenance  of  relationships.  Family  and 
close  friends  are  vital.  Spouses  are  cov¬ 
enant  lifetime  sojourners.  Children  are 
blessings  from  God.  These  represent  our 
deepest  core.  But  there  is  more... 

Please  remember  that  relationships 
include  reaching  out  to  folks  who  have 
no  Jesus  connection.  Jesus  ate  with 
sinners  and  worshipped  with  hypo¬ 
crites  and  healed  people  who  were  pos¬ 
sessed  with  demons  and  died  for  sorry 
old  folks  like  me,  thank  goodness.  For 
reasons  that  we  may  never  fully  com¬ 
prehend,  God  desired  to  spend  eter¬ 
nity  WITH  us;  therefore.  He  sent  Je¬ 
sus  down  here  to  Earth  to  be  LIKE  us. 
What  an  exchange  Jesus  made  to  come 
from  the  glory  of  Heaven  to  the  sory 
of  Earth!  To  be  willing  to  be  “a  nttle 
lower  than  the  angels"  required  Jesus 
to  empty  Himself  and  embody  humility 
(see  Psalm  8  k  Hebrews  2). 

Paul  wa$  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
write  half  of  the  books  in  our  New  Tes¬ 
tament.  One  of  those  is  a  personal  letter 
to  the  church  at  Philippi  in  Greece.  This 

and 
iren" 


is  a  hey  word  in  Philippians.  The  repeti¬ 
tion  of  this  familial  word  communicates 
and  elevates  the  value  and  importance 
of  relationship.  Paul  was  in  Diison  as  he 
penned  this  fetter,  isolated  from  the  en- 
at  of  relationships  he  loved 


Philippians 


ipter  two  presents  an 
amazing  picture  of  xir  bonding  agent  for 
this  week:  humility.  The  greatest  ever 
example  of  humility  is  Jesus.  He  came  to 
show  us  the  beautiful,  critical  necessity  of 
humility.  Here  we  discover  Paul’s  recipe 
for  Spintual 
Glue.  First, 
he  identifies 
the  main 
ingredients: 
encourage- 

ITS  Bi  Becky  Brown 

consolation 
found  in 
love,  fellow¬ 
ship  found 

in  the  Holy  Spirit.  Mix  those  anointing 
oils  together.  Fold  in  affection  and  com- 


I  wish  I  could  report  to  you  that  eveiy 
church  and  every  believer  lives  by  this 
recipe  for  Spiritual  Glue.  Alas,  they  do 
not.  The  proof  is  all  around  us  evidenced 
by  self-advancement,  back  biting,  per¬ 
sonal  agendas  and  abandonment.  I  know 
of  a  church  named  Second  True  Love 
Baptist  Church.  That  moniker  always 
made  me  wonder  what  happened  to  their 
first  true  love... 

I’m  no  cook.  My  oven  is  additional 
shelf  space  for  storing  books  and  CD’s.  All 
that  to  say,  please  put  NO  stock  in  my  cu- 
-5C  Knary  ex- 

pertise. 
However, 
I  do  know 

far  Life  [X 

to 


_ _ ^  e  people  do 

c  biting.  Humb  le  people 
aider  all  agendas,  even  to 


is  also  the  catalyst  for  growth  and  nurture 
of  them.  Humble  people  do  not  seek  to 
advance  themseh- 
not  enflame  bock  — 
are  willing  to  consider  w  w 

the  point  of  sacrificing  their  own.  Humble 
people  are  those  who  are  content  to  be  in 
the  background  quietly  serving.  They  are 
committed  for  the  long  haul. 

There  is  nothing  more  spiritually  at¬ 
tractive  than  a  body  of  believers  who  put 
Christ  first  and  get  along  with  each  other. 
Conversely,  there  is  nothing  more  spiritu¬ 
ally  destructive  than  a  body  of  believers 
who  put  “me"  first  and  strive  for  position 
against  everyone  else. 

Philippians  2:3  reveals  humility  to  be  a 
condition  of  the  heart  reflected  in  a  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  mind  and  an  exercise  of  the  will 


the  soup  thins  it  down  and  serves  more 
guests.  In  our  study  today,  relationships 
are  well-served  when  they  are  garnished 
with  humility  People  who  walk  in  humil¬ 
ity  have  the  same  love,  the  same  spirit,  the 
same  purpose  and  are  committed  to  the 
same  locality  of  service  for  the  long  haul. 

Humility  is  a  critical  ingredient  for  ini¬ 
tiating  ana  maintaining  relationships.  It 


makes 
them  taste 
sweeter. 
Adding 
water  to 
thins  it  down  and  serves  more 


uic  uiuix.ii  ai  «  mi  wivw.. 

little  fetter  is  four  short  chapters  long 
filled  with  reasons  to  rejoice.  “Bretni 


other  (with  the  same  spirit),  stick  to  the 
point  (with  the  same  purpose)  and  stick 
around  (in  the  same  locality  serving  to¬ 
gether  for  the  long  haul). 


9oaal  ambition  on  the  back  burner, 
who  practice  humility  intentionally  con¬ 
cern  themselves  with  others.  Apparently  , 
the  church  at  Philippi  needed  a  humility 
review  and  re-alignment.  Grumblings  and 
dispu tings  (verses  13-15)  are  evidence  of 
a  humility  deficit.  Paul  reminded  the  Phi¬ 
lippian  brethren  (and  also  the  sister-ren!) 
that  individual  humility  produces  joyful 
community.  Stick  with  love,  encourage¬ 
ment  forgiveness,  service  and  humility'. 

Brown  is  staff  evangelist.  First 
Church.  Richland. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


service;  Barnette  Fielder,  pastor. 

~  ‘ ,  Dodds- 


►  Bathe! 


Day,  May  24,  11  am, 


followed  by  lunch;  Millard  and 
Rosemarie  Caukfer,  leading  the 


^  Friendship  Church. 

►  Roundaway  Church,  Dodds-  Bcoofchavan:  Homecoming,  May 
vMa:  Homecoming/Memorial  24;  Sunday  School,  to  am;  aer- 

Day,  May 24; services,  10:30am  vice,  11  am.  followed  by  dinner 
followed  by  lunch;  Todd  Mixon,  and  afternoon  service,  with  short 

business  meeting  for  cemetery 


fund;  Howard  Smith,  speaker. 

►  Concord  Church,  MaadviHe 
Homecomi  ng,  May  24;  services, 
11  am,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
ground  and  afternoon  service; 
Benji  Pyeatt.  speaker. 
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FRIENDSHIP 

CHURCH, 

BROOKHAVEN, 

held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion  on  Mother's 
Day.  Shown  are 
pastor  Chad  Yar¬ 
borough,  Ryan  and 
Bridgette  Smith  with 
daughter  Ella  Hope, 
and  Kevin  and  Vickie 
Smith  with  daughter 
Hadley  Jane  and  big 
sister  Peyton. 


lege.  Twenty-one 
girts  participated. 


CALVARY 
CHURCH,  SUMMIT, 

held  their  3rd  annual 
tea,  a  fundraiser  for 
Women  on  Mission. 

The  Girls  in  Action 
and  Mission  Friends 
acted  as  waitresses. 
Lorene  Sanders, 
speaker  Vanessa 
King,  music;  Bobbie 
Dunaway,  W.O.M. 
director;  Mike  Bums, 
pastor  Shown  are 
Sanders  with  the  GA's 
and  Mission  Friends. 
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